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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: The date is 


December 6, 2001. The time is 11:10, and this is 
Battalion Chief Kenahan of the safety battalion of 


the New York City Fire Department. 


I'm conducting an interview with Todd Heaney 


of Engine 209. 


Q. Please tell us any information you have about 
September 11 
A. All right. I'm going to -- just a little 


checklist you gave me, Chief, might help me -- 


QO. Fine. 

A. -- if I can use it. 

QO. Whatever way. 

A. We were here in quarters, just like everybody 


else, and we saw what happened. When the second tower 


got hit, we were dispatched on the fifth alarm. 


We left quarters. We took the Brooklyn 


Bridge to Manhattan. En route we could just see the 


damage to the towers. It was bad. 


We got to Manhattan. I think we were 


dispatched around ten after nine. We got to Manhattan 


quickly. We were there in 20 minutes, but maybe less. 


We were there about 9:30. I don't remember where w 


parked our apparatus. 


We came down Chambers Street off the Brooklyn 


Bridge, made a left-hand turn onto Broadway, and we 


took one of the side streets. Might have been 


Liberty. I don't remember. I don't remember where w 
parked exactly, but when we got off the rig, we took 
our roll-ups, and we took some forcible entry tools, 


search rope, things like that. 


No civilians or anything approached us. It 
was pretty -- pretty much had people evacuated from 
around the towers at the time. A lot of people on 


Broadway and the side streets, but when we got down to 


the complex, I expected to see a lot of people running 


around, but there weren't. They had most of the people 
out. 


We saw Engine Company 217 on the corner of 


Liberty and Church. At that time, I had a 


handy-talkie, and we were supposed to report to the 


lobby of Tower 2, but our handy-talkie message told us 


to report to command post at West and Vesey Street. 


Now, at that time, they also were telling us 


to bring additional cylinders, so our rig wasn't parked 


that far from where we were, which was Liberty and 
Church, so we went back to the rig and grabbed 


additional cylinders. 


We -- our officer spoke with the officer of 
217 for a couple of seconds at the corner of Liberty 


and Church. I don't know if that's 4 or 5 World Trade 


Center on the corner, and then there's a Burger King 
right there. 

We proceeded down Liberty towards West 
Street. We ran into an injured fireman. I don't 


remember too well, but there was an injured fireman. 


Dr. Kelly was there. She came out of a building, and 
they were carrying this fireman. They put him into an 
ambulance right away. 

I asked Dr. Kelly if she needed our help, and 
she said, "No, we're going to take him to the 
hospital." We passed 10 and 10's quarters. 


I mean, I don't know what they want me to 


tell them. There were peopl dead peopl 
everywhere. I don't know if you want to know that. 
Q. What did you do, you know, you can say it. 


Whatever you saw. 


A. You know, they the people were just 
everywhere. Saw some luggage. From the plane, I 
imagine. A lot of debris from the upper floors, papers 


and things of that nature. 


We ran into a truck company. I don't 
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remember who they were. This was on Liberty. On the 
corner of Liberty and West is 90 West Street. I know 


that building, the old -- an older building with 


scaffolding all around it. This building is located 


next to 90 West. It's the building -- it's still 


standing. It has a big slash in it from the -- that's 


where we bumped into this truck company. 

There was some type of, like, promenade there 
or steps that could go up into, like, some type of 
balcony, steps that could go down, and they came up to 
us and said, "There is no command post. We're going to 


the lobby." And they went to the lobby. 


Our officers we were very close to West 


Street at this time, standing right across the street 


from Tower 2. We thought we could just go to West 


Street and look. If there was no command post there, 
we were going to go to Vesey. 

At this time we found an officer's helmet 
badly crushed with a lot of blood on it. I don't know 
what company it was. I don't remember. 54, 50 
something, but it was an officer's helmet, badly 


damaged. 


We continued down Liberty to West Street, and 


there was this chief standing there in the middle of 


West, a little bit sout 


own little, like, comma 


the flip-up, and he was 
Before we wen 
said, "Let me just ask 
something from here." 
stand fast right here, 
Tower 2 came town. 


We ran across 


financial buildings, wh 


overpass. 
Q. Right. 
A. The doors wer 


h of West Street, and he had his 


nd post in there, you know, like 


standing there all by himself. 


t to go to Vesey, our officer 


this guy if he wants us to do 
That chief told our officer to 


and the buildings came down. 


West Street to one of the 


ich is near the south pedestrian 


the building. Two of o 


door. Me and another g 


was it. Just -- the bu 


black as night. 


locked. We couldn't get in 


ur guys got caught at that 
uy got caught outside, and that 


ildings came down. It became 


QO. All your memb 
A. We all headed 


where we all headed tow 


quickly. You heard the 
giant tree branch break 
couldn't even run. 


People were j 


rs went the same way, like -- 


towards that building. That's 
ards. I mean, it happened very 
sound, like a crack, like a 


ing, and I was frozen. I 


ust running past me, and I 


watched the building, and the top half cracked and 


started to fall towards Liberty, started to fall 


towards Liberty Street, towards where 10 and 10 is, and 


then it just started coming down, and the pounding got 


louder, and louder and louder, and then we just started 


running. 
Q. What happened with that chief? 
A. I don't even know. I don't know what 


happened, if he made it. I don't know. 


Q. I guess he didn't go the same direction you 
went or -- 

A. I don't know. He was -- he was a little 
south of us. We were on the corner of Liberty and 
West. He was a little south of that, so our officer 


went to him. We stayed, like, in the middle of West 


Street right by the Marriott Hotel and the south 


overpass, the south pedestrian overpass. 


When it started to come down, we just ran. 
There was nothing else to do, and we tried to head 


towards that building. 


Two guys got caught in the revolving door. I 


didn't find out until later that they were able to 


break the window and get into the building. Myself and 


Tommy Hansard, who was working that day, we got caught 


outside. There was a -- there was a police officer and 
a woman civilian, who were kind of, like, curled up on 
the floor. I kind of just, like, curled up with them. 


I thought that was it. This is the end. You can't out 


run the World Trade Center, and the concussion 

was -- it was deafening, and this hot, super wind blew, 
and it just got dark as night, and you couldn't breathe 
because of the dust, and we didn't have our -- we 
dropped our masks. We had them on, and so we -- really 


that was it. 


I -- I didn't know what happened to everybody 
else. I thought I was by myself, but I knew -- I knew 
what direction I was facing. I knew that that building 


we were running to was the west side, and that if we 


could make it to the west side, we'd hit the water, and 


maybe we'd be able to get away, so I crawled along the 


side of the building, and I had this police officer and 
this woman with me. They held onto me, and I crawled 
along the wall until I got to the corner, and I made 
the right, and we just kept crawling. 

Along the way, I found a fireman's helmet 
from 101, and I picked it up, and I kept calling out to 
101 on the way there. Nobody answered. Other 


companies would answer. I don't remember who answered, 


but it wasn't 101. 


We crawled to just about the end of this 


building, and we got to the west side where it was a 


little bit clearer. We got into a restaurant and 
dropped those two people off there. 


Now, I don't think I bumped into my guys 


again. I went back to where we were to try to find our 


gear, and I still had the guy's helmet in my hand, and 


I kept calling out for him, and he didn't answer, so I 


put the helmet back down basically where I found it. 
When I got to the front of the building, it 


tossed rigs down the street like it was -- like they 


were toys. They were upside down, on fire. There was 
a large chunk of the facade basically where we were 
standing. I didn't know where the officer was or what 
happened to that chief, but I found Tommy Hansard, the 
guy who was caught outside with me. 


We went back to the west side because it was 


clearer, and then we found our other guys. They had 


went through the building and came out basically on the 


other end, so we regrouped there. We started to head 
back. We weren't on Liberty. It would be the next 


street north of Liberty, and we were heading back 


towards the towers, and we found three firemen 
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climbing -- just coming up out of the rubble. Two were 
trying to help one, so me and another guy took him. He 
had a bad head wound. 


While we were down by the water dropping off 


the civilians I was with and that cop -- there was an 


ESU cop or someone there who said, "I have medical 


equipment," so I remembered him saying that, and we 


brought this officer to him, and he had a few people. 


There was even there was a police launch boat 


It cleared -- the air cleared pretty good 


down by the water, so we dropped him off, and we 


started heading back. I don't remember what street we 


were on. I don't remember exact I really don't 


remember where we were, but as we were heading back, 


the next tower came down, and again we were just 


totally engulfed in just debris, and we just curled up 


next to a building until it blew away. 


We made our way back, and everything was 


gone. Everything was gone. It was gone. 

Q. With the second collapse, did you see 
anything? 

A. No, we weren't close enough to the second 


collapse, plus the dust cloud from the first -- I 
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couldn't even s the tower. I knew where it was, you 
know. I mean, you could hear the fire. 


You had a good idea where it was, but you 


couldn't see it any more, so instead of walking 


straight down the block, we just figured that we 


headed we were now more north than we were when w 


were at the south tower, so we're right near the north 
tower. 

We were figuring if the second tower -- if 
the Tower 2 came down, Tower 1's coming down, too. 


Just don't know when, so instead of walking straight 


down the street, we headed a block south, and then 


headed east to go back to the towers. 


Just figured if the towers are going to come 


down, we'd put a block between us, we might be able to 


make it. Just knew that there were guys in the tower. 


We knew there were guys in the tower. We saw them 


coming -- I saw them running out of the building, and I 


knew they didn't make it, and there is no way those 


guys I saw emerging from the tower were going to make 
it. 


We got back to basically where the Marriott 


Hotel was. That's the only landmark I can remember, 


that and the south pedestrian walk, and we got split up 
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from ther They were trying to get water. Marine 


companies pulled in at the foot of one of the streets, 


and they just started laying hose, and I just started 


helping out with that. 
My eyes were really bad at this point. I -- 


they were just really bad, and they bothered me and 


progressively got worse as the day went on. 


I don't know where my company went, but at 


some point on that street I ran into 102. 102 truck 


was housed with us, and they were sent to the staging 


area at the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel on the Brooklyn 
side when this happened. They ended up walking through 


the tunnel, and by the time they came out, the towers 


were down, but they met up with me at Tower 2 
basically, what was left of Tower 2. 
I don't know where my officer was. I didn't 


know where my chauffeur was. I didn't see them again. 


We started stretching hose. We couldn't get water for 
anything. The satellite units were showing up. I saw 
the manifolds being brought in. 

Officers were pleading for help to try and 


get a line in place, so I just stayed with them and 


helped stretch a line. There was a rig there that we 


were stretching hose off of. I don't know what rig it 
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was. I saw 113 truck, their rig. It was basically 
intact, but heavily damaged. 


I remember getting a drink of water out of 


their cooler there, and then we just started to put out 


the car fires, and the rigs were going, ambulances. I 
mean, there must have been 50 of these things burning 


heavily. The Scott cylinders and the oxygen cylinders 


were all letting go. They were all blowing up left and 
right. 


It was quiet in the beginning, but then the 


radio transmissions started on the radio, and they just 
didn't stop, who was stuck here. I remember hearing 9 


truck being stuck in a staircase and then trying to 


figure out how to get to them. I think it was 9 


truck. I don't know. I don't know what truck it was. 


QO. It was 6. 


A. Was it 6? I heard that whole transmission of 


them trying to tell where they were, and them not even 


knowing that the building was gone, and -- but I knew 


that they had help. I knew that people were going for 


them. 


I ended up with an officer who seemed to be 


by himself trying to put out these car fires, so I just 


hooked up with him, and we put out a bunch of them. 


By this time, it was really, really getting 


hard to see. My eyes were really, really bad. I tried 


to get in touch with my officer several times. The 


radio traffic really, really started getting bad, 


because people were trapped. People were trying to 
find out who was where. 

It was very hard to get through. I heard him 
calling me. I tried to respond. I don't know if he 


ever got the message. I don't think I even saw him 


again that day. 
Time went by very quickly. Before I knew it, 
it was four o'clock in the afternoon, something like 


that, and I was losing it. I was pretty shot. P| 
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really see too good. 


So I went up to -- I went up to Broadway. 
Someone said that they wer a recall was being held 
at City Hall Park, and I went up to -- I went up there 


and I saw some of the guys from this firehouse who 
reported for the recall, and I told them what I knew. 


I knew that 102 was okay. I saw them in the 


collapse. The collapses had already occurred, and they 
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were still alive, all of them. I told them who I knew 
was still alive from 209. Again, I didn't know what 


happened to the chauffeur or the officer. I just told 
them who was alive. 

I went back down. I went back down. I tried 
to -- I flushed my eyes out with water. It wasn't 
helping. I went back down. Finally, one of the guys 


found me, and they put me in an ambulance, and they 


sent me to the Staten Island Ferry Terminal. They 


treated me there, and they put something in my eyes 


that numbed them, and like a miracle I could see again, 


and it didn't hurt. So I left there. I told them I'm 
okay, and I went back. 
And the last thing I remember was being on 


Church Street, seeing 4 and 5 World Trade Center 


blazing. Every floor of the building was going, and 
just thousands and thousands of people coming now -- 
our guys, cops, people -- I don't know. Just thousands 
of people just started showing up. 

Within a half an hour, that medicine they 
gave me wore off, and I was totally blind again. One 
of the guys found me. It happened to be one of the 
guys from this firehouse found me wandering around. I 


couldn't see. I was -- I was shot. I just couldn't do 


16 


anything any more, and they sent me to Pace University, 


where I got triaged and sent to the hospital from 


there. And that's all. 


BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Well, thanks for 


your help, Todd. 


And the time now is 11:30. This concludes 


the interview. 
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